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Purpose: The blog is the connective tissue of the course and will help you generate evidence of learning for your portfolios.  By maintaining a blog, you will be maintaining a consistent online presence for the duration of the course. You will be building a Digital Footprint that displays to the world (and to yourself) the learning that you are embarking on every week.  You are encouraged to personalize your blog in both style and content.

How it will work:
Each week you will need to complete at least 2 blog entries  and 1 comment on someone else’s blog in the FFP project.  

Teacher Prompt: One blog entry needs to be a response to a teacher’s prompt.  Often these prompts will help you generate a blog that could contribute to one of your different portfolios. 

Self Generated: The other content/concept of the other blog entry is your choice.  You may wish to develop a theme to your blog so that your choices build around an idea or concept.  Or you could use other prompts – teacher facilitated or student facilitated – to help you generate a second blog entry.  I will have a slush fund of optional teacher prompts if you need to get started.

Format:
You will need to have at least 1 written blog per week.  The other blog can be in the form of a:

· Comic strip

· Photo montage

· Video 

· Audio piece

· Poster

· Or another format you come up with

Assessment: 
Keeping up with your blogs will be important because it will demonstrate:

· the connections you are making to the course

· the practice of writing skills

· the practice of production skills

· the practice of reading skills

Ideally some of the ideas that you will develop will allow you to begin working on different ideas for various inquiries.

Evaluation:  
From your minimum quota of 2 blogs a week, you will select your best work for it to be assessed and evaluated in your portfolio. This will give you a chance to revise it and clarify ideas. Please see the rubrics for more information.

Portfolio Contribution:  

1) You will submit at six blog entries (spanning at least three months in creation) along with self reflection tasks on those blog entries. Blog entries will demonstrate a positive evolution in student writing as well as consider depth of insight and the ability to make connections to courses of study. (See blog rubric).

2) You will submit three blog comments (spanning at least three months in creation) with self reflection tasks completed.  Comments chose will demonstrate a positive evolution in student’s response skills. (See blog comment rubric)
On Grammar and Spelling: Clear communication is the ultimate goal of writing. Grammar and spelling is meant to help with clear communication. However there may be times when you want to use creative license. 


(Check your way towards a decent blog
The rubrics describes the qualities your blogs and comments need to have in order to reach a level 3 or level 4.  But here is a check list of “to do’s” that will help you get there:

Prewriting: Idea Generating Part 1

· Consider the various teacher prompts and do some research on the ideas.  Get your brain humming with possible connections.

· Jot down some notes or go for walk reflecting on these ideas.

Writing:

· Idea Generating Part 2

· : Do a Blast of Writing and then A Questions Flood (See your learning Strategies Handbook for Info) 

Editing and Revision

· Do a STAR Revision of Ideas and Content (Substitute, take out, Add, Rearrange)

· Does it have an opening that grabs the reader or 

· Do you give specific enough examples to illustrate your points

· Are your thoughts organized?

· In your final draft check that:

· Ideas are connected (to one another)

· Verb tenses are correct and consistent

· Point of view is consistent (eg. Use of pronouns)

· Spelling is double checked

· Punctuation is effective.

Final Formatting:

· Create a title

· Include pictures, media or links that expand the blog

Required teacher Prompts:
These prompts will be created each week and will be listed in your moodle for each week.  Most likely they will be directly connected to the curriculum to help you build up your portfolio.

The Slush Fund Of Teacher Prompts
When you just don’t have an idea try one of these…

1. Rewatch the Ted Talk about Neil Pasricha’s The 3 A’s of Awesome and be inspired by how bogs could change your life. 

a. How do you incorporate the 3As in your own life

b. What is an awesome thing about life that goes unnoticed?

c. How do you cope with change? What strategies do you use? *possible careers connection

d. What are the bumps and lumps of your life that you have already conquered? What helped you get through?

e. Many families in Canada have immigrated in the last couple generations.  What has been the impact of immigration on your life?

2. Start off with the line “ I remember when…”

3. Watch a Ted talk and give your response.

4. What makes a fantastic presentation? Who is a speaker that you would most like to be like?

5. Explain how a song saved your life…or your day.

6. Pick a news event at the local, regional, provincial, national or global level and explain your opinion and what should be done.

7. Explain 3 things you are grateful for in your life.

8. Answer 1 of Chuck Klosterman’s questions and defend your choice

9. Pose your own Chuck Klosterman style of question and explain why you asked it

10. Visit Creative Portal and find blog prompts with questions or with words. http://www.creativity-portal.com/prompts/imagination.prompt.html
11. Explain your animal leadership style and how you are able to contribute to a group?  What animal leadership style would you like to cultivate?

12. Reflect on the 6 effective communication practices in this course.  Which one is the most important for a group to function well?

13. When you were growing up, what was the first thing you wanted to be? Why? Do you still want to be that? What changed?

14. Who is someone who has inspired your?  How have they influenced you?

15. What do you imagine your life to be like in 10 years?  Describe your day from waking up to going to sleep?

16. Adapt any of these prompts to become an audio, video or visual piece.

17. Investigate an issue that you are interested in and explain why you feel it is important more people know and act about it (examples: challenging society’s shame around the mental health, understanding how riding associations power politics, why bicycles should be allowed on sidewalks, etc…)

18. Describe your interests and your hobbies: Write about, photograph, or video record things related to your interests suc h as music, drawing and skateboarding.

19. Research current trends in the job market and employment rates in different fields. Discuss how these trends affect you in your search for work.

20. Discover issues that have a direct impact on your community such as planning and land develoment, public housing and care beds for seniors.  In what way is your local government doing a good job and where do you see room for improvement?

21. Global warming, renewable energy and recycling are only a few environmental issues we face today.  Research several issues you are passionate about and let the world know your opinion

22. Find an article in a magazine, newspaper or blog that you disagree with. Then write a response debating the reporter’s point of view.

23. Research current trends in the job market and employment rates in different fields. Include stats and diagrams. Discuss how these trends affect you in your search for work.

24. Fundraising for charities, programs for children and seniors, street outreach and food bank volunteers are some of the community programs you may blog about.

25. Stand up and speak out with words and images.  Create a series of images (photos, graphic designs or collages) that have an anti-bullying message.   Post these as part of your blog.

26. Write a Song or Poem about your Family and Friends: Provide visuals with your lyrics. Try recording your song in either audio or video and posting it to Youtube and your blog.

27. How can we work together to create a safer community?  Do you think criminal activity can be reduced through rehabilitating young offenders?   Think about these and other questions in the quest for crime prevention

28. Have fun making possible job interview questions.  Your blog can use cartoons, look like a script or be presented as a multiple choice test.

29. Check out Mr. Scott Kemp’s (CHCI) article To Every Blog, Turn Turn Turn for more inspiration.
CREDIT: Images and Prompts 17-28 were adapted from Mr. Robert Waldeck’s Digital Portfolio Assignment for FFP FHCI. 

Blog Comment Rubrics were adapted from Ms. Christy Wood from FFP GCI.

Blog Rubric was adapted from http://thereadingworkshop.wikispaces.com/Blog+Comment+Rubric
BLOG ENTRIES RUBRIC v1.1
Updated February 22, 2011

	Quality
	Remedial
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Content
	Does not shares thoughts, ideas or opinions

No details supports the ideas or opinions
	Shares a thought, idea or opinion.

Opening introduces the point.

General details supports the ideas or opinions

Demonstrates little understanding of the blog topic.
	Shares thoughts, ideas or opinions

Opening introduces the point.

General details supports the ideas or opinions

Demonstrates some understanding of the blog topic.
	Shares thoughts, ideas or opinions somewhat clearly.

Opening grabs the readers attention while introducing the point of the blog.

Specific details supports the ideas or opinions

Demonstrates understanding of the blog topic.
	Shares thoughts, ideas or opinions clearly.

Opening grabs the readers attention while introducing the point of the blog

Specific details supports the ideas or opinions

Demonstrates detailed understanding of the blog topic.



	Form
	Entries are less than 2 paragraphs and have no focus.

This mistakes in spelling, punctuation and capitalization are obstacles in understanding.
	Entries are short (2 paragraphs) with no to little focus.

Spelling, punctuation and capitalization is riddled with mistakes without purpose.
	Entries are short (2 paragraphs) with a focus

Spelling, punctuation and capitalization is somewhat correct OR breaks in use of proper grammar are done on with some purpose or reason.
	Concise 2-3 paragraphs with a focus

Spelling, punctuation and capitalization mostly is correct OR breaks in use of proper grammar are done on purpose or  reason.
	Concise 3-4 paragraphs with a specific focus.

Spelling, punctuation and capitalization is correct OR breaks in use of proper grammar are done on purpose with reason.

	Style
	There is no engagement of the reader
	There is little engagement of the  reader
	Somewhat engages the reader
	Engages the reader and includes additional media to enlarge understanding of the blog.
	Engages the reader

Includes additional media to enlarge understanding of blog (picture, video, song, external links)




Blog Comment Rubric
Updated February 22, 2011

The quality of comments you make on other people’s blogs will influence how people view you.  Consider constructive, pertinent and carefully worded comments as your goal.   This rubric will help track the quality of your contributions:
	
	LEVEL 1
	LEVEL 2
	LEVEL 3
	LEVEL 4

	Qualities of the Comments
	Comments are brief and unrelated to blog content.

Many writing errors

Inappropriate tone.


	Comments are short and show minimum understanding of content.

Few writing errors

Tone is appropriate and constructive


	Comments are well developed and demonstrate a consideration of the blog content.

Writing style contains minimal errors

Tone is appropriate and constructive.


	Comments are well developed and demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the blog topic.  

The comment makes connections to a larger context.

Excellent writing style and tone.



	Example
	eg.  “Dude, Gr8T Blogg”
	eg “Nice story About you’re kitty!!!”
	eg.  “Good description of the cute things your cat does.  What colour is she?  Knowing that will help me picture what you are talking aobut  better.”
	eg.  “Cat Love!  Your descriptions of your cat in the sunbeam were really vivid.  Sometimes it’s easy to envy a cat isn’t it?  There is a cool site for cat lovers: you might want to check out: www.catstuff.com “
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